Designing Your College Plan

Date:_______

     -Seek the Help of your counselor or college advisor when completing this form
Name:_______________________________________________ Grade:____________ Cumulative GPA:_____________

JR. Advanced Placement Classes: ____________________. SR. Advanced Placement Classes:________________________.

1.    Updated Resume. Be sure to describe 2-3 passions in detail (4-5 lines each). Print and save multiple copies.

       Bring copies on each college visit. Include one with each college application.

       Updated Transcript. Get from your high school. Lists all your  classes, grades, test scores and GPA. Keep a copy.

2.    Standardized Test Results and Schedule: Dates you plan to take/retake the ACT _________; SAT___________.


     Practice ACT score:______; GPA:______; Predict “real” ACT score: ______;  Range: ______ to _______.


     Best “Real” ACT Score: Composite______.  E_____; M_____; R_____; Sci._____; W_____.


     PSAT Selectivity Index (Score):______

3.    Favorite Core Subject:  Eng___; F.Lang___; Math.___; Sci.___; Soc. St.___. Favorite Non-Core Subject:___________

       Current Career Preference(s): skill-related, interest-related or subject-related _________________________________

4.    Quality of Education. The extent to which a college actively supports and engages all students, including freshmen.

       Three quality of education factors commonly used in evaluating colleges are:


      Academic Opportunities – Early contact with professors, research, internships, study abroad, senior project.


      Life Skills Development – Communication (speaking, writing), critical thinking, problem-solving, proactivity.


      Lifestyle – Campus environment, extracurricular opportunities, off-campus environment.

5.    Colleges to Visit.  Well-planned campus visits are crucial in helping you determine your “best match” college(s).

       Complete all visits by the end of summer and use the College Comparison Chart. Both you and your parents visit.


List colleges and get the name of your admissions rep. from each college (college websites, email or call).



Big Ten (Public) – 



MAC (Public) –



GLIAC (Public and Private) –



MIAA (Private) –



Community College (Public) –

        
Out-of-State Colleges (List 1 or 2 initially) –

6.   How to Visit. Call the visit scheduler in each admissions office. Schedule a tour and an information interview with

      a faculty or staff member who understands your interest area(s) (see #3). Bring copies of your resume and transcript.

      Prepare, in advance, questions from several of the following topics: admission criteria for new and transfer students,        

      quality of education (see #4), application steps, programs you are interested in, advising, honors and residential college

      programs, college’s strengths and limitations, % of freshmen who return (~80%), student complaints, housing, facilities,

      total cost/year, avg. debt at graduation, scholarships, financial aid, recent graduates’ success (% in jobs, % in grad school)

      diversity, other colleges your interviewer(s) recommends you visit. Send thank you notes to your admissions rep. and

      interviewer(s). Also, briefly email your impression of each college visit to your advisor or counselor.

7.   Scholarship Searches.  Student’s responsibility.


College-Based Merit Scholarships.  Search colleges list in #5 above, and any others you later consider.


Private Donor Scholarships --- National, Regional and Local.

8.   Earning College Credits in Advance.  May help reduce college costs and number of required college classes.


AP, CLEP, High School/College Dual-Enrollment, Virtual College

9.   Applying to Colleges. After your visits, practice by completing the Common Application (see www.commonapp.org),

      and use it as your application guide. Then apply to your top 3-4 choices between August 15-October 15. Keep a folder

      for each college. Remember that your high school counselor is required to provide each college with a counselor’s 

      recommendation, your high school transcript and test scores. Be sure to also provide your counselor with an updated 

      resume, which, upon your request, will be sent to each college. Ask an adult to check over your application.

10. High School to College Transition.  Orientation, scheduling classes, credit hours, common adjustment issues.
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