AP LANGUAGE TERMS
The following terms are categorized for you; however, they do crossover into varying other headings listed
THE BIG ONES

Diction: word choice, especially with regard to connotation, correctness, clearness, or effectiveness.  Combines with syntax, literary devices, etc. to create style

Tone: the writer’s attitude toward the subject or sometimes the audience; tone is created through the writer’s word choices, sentence structures, juxtapositions (comparisons), persuasive techniques, etc.  Tone should not be confused with mood.  Tone words include the following: angry, hollow, allusive, vexed, bitter, restrained, proud, dramatic, urgent, joking, poignant, detached, confused, mocking, objective, vibrant, frivolous, shocking, somber, provocative, sentimental, fanciful, complimentary, condescending, sympathetic, contemptuous, nostalgic, zealous, horrific, apologetic, benevolent, seductive, didactic, etc.
Mood: the emotional response that a piece of literature stimulates in the reader; a work may contain a mood of horror, mystery, holiness, childlike simplicity, etc.
Style: the manner in which an author uses words, shapes, ideas, forms, and sentences and creates a structure to convey ideas (such as Mark Twains’ use of realism and naturalism) or classification of authors to a group
Voice: the real or assumed personality used by a writer or speaker

FIGURATIVE LANGUAGE

Figure of Speech: imaginative comparisons used for tone, purpose, effect 

Apostrophe: figure of speech that directly addresses an absent person, an object, or an abstraction. Many apostrophes are also personification, using an object as a point of discussion
Ex.  "Why didn’t you block that shot, Lebron, you idiot?” 

Euphemism: Greek for “good speech.”  More agreeable or less offensive substitute for a generally unpleasant word or concept



Ex.   “The Final Solution” for Hitler’s extermination policies; “earthly remains” rather than “corpse” 

Analogy: similarity or comparison between two things or the relationship between them.  Can explain something by pointing out its similarity or associating it with something more familiar. 

Ex.  "Dumb, gorgeous people should not be allowed to use literature when competing in the pick-up pool. It's like bald people wearing hats." -- delivered by Matt McGrath (from the movie Broken Hearts Club)

Aphorism: terse statement that expresses a general truth or moral principle

Ex.  The road to hell is paved with good intentions

Hyperbole: deliberate exaggeration or overstatement
Ex.  "Henry was 18 when we met and I was queen of France. He came down from the north to Paris with a mind like Aristotle's and a form like mortal sin.”-- delivered by Katherine Hepburn (from the movie The Lion in Winter) 

Imagery: sensory details used to described, arouse emotion, or repeat abstractions.  On a physical level, imagery uses terms related to the five sentences: visual, auditory, tactile, gustatory, and olfactory.  On a broader and deeper level, however, one image can represent more than one thing  
Extended Metaphor: metaphor developed at great length, appearing frequently throughout a piece



Ex.  Elie Wiesel’s use of the word “night” within Night
Metonymy: Greek meaning “changed label.”  Figure of speech in which the name of one object is substituted for that of another closely associated with it. 

Ex.  "Good evening. Elvis Presley died today. He was 42. Apparently, it was a heart attack. He was found in his home in Memphis not breathing. His road manager tried to revive him -- he failed. A hospital tried to revive him -- it failed. His doctor pronounced him dead at three o'clock this afternoon. -- NBC Nightly News with John Chancellor and David Brinkley In this case, the whole (hospital) stands in for one of its parts (the attending physician and health care workers)

“The White House declared” instead of “the president declared”

Onomatopoeia:  figure of speech in which natural sounds are imitated in the sounds of words



Ex.  buzz, hiss, hum, crack, whinny, murmur
Oxymoron: Greek for “pointedly foolish.”  Author groups two apparently contradictory terms to suggest a paradox
Ex.  “Blaring silence” or “Burning cold”
Paradox: statement that appears self-contradictory or opposed to common sense but on closer inspection contains some degree of truth or validity. Enigma.

Ex.  "The next time I have a daughter, I hope it's a boy." -- delivered by Paul Lynde (from the movie Bye Bye Birdie); “It was the best of times; it was the worst of times”
Personification: figure of speech that endows animal, concept, or inanimate object with human attributes
Ex.  "Once again, the heart of America is heavy. The spirit of America weeps for a tragedy that denies the very meaning of our land."  (LBJ)

Cliché/idiom: an overused or trite expression

Ex.  Cliché=(phrase that is used too often and has literal or figurative meaning): the good old days (literally in the past), tip of the iceberg (figuratively, only the beginning), writing on the wall, too much of a good thing, fit as a fiddle

Idiom=(phrase that means something else other than literal words; always have figurative, not literal meaning): to get under someone’s skin, no spring chicken
Epithet: An adjective or adjectival phrase used to define a characteristic quality or attribute of some person or thing. 
Ex.  Rosy-fingered Dawn.

Idiom: A common expression that has acquired a meaning that differs from its literal meaning 

Ex.  “It’s raining cats and dogs”
Jargon:  specialized language or vocabulary of a particular group or profession used in writing/speaking
Litotes: A form of understatement in which a statement is affirmed by negating its opposite 
Ex.  “He is not unfriendly”; “I have this tiny little tumor on the brain”
Pun:  A play on words that exploits the similarity in sound between two words with distinctly different meanings. 

Ex.  “You’re so punny!” 
Syllogism:   from Greek, meaning “reckoning together”; deductive form of logic



Ex.  Major Premise: In Martian Chronicles, the Martians act humanlike



        Minor Premise: In Martian Chronicles, the humans actions are ignorant and distasteful


   
        Conclusion: In Martian Chronicles, Bradbury shows we will find Martian actions to be very much like 

 

        our own, ignorant and distasteful



As in this example, a syllogism’s conclusion is not always valid
Synecdoche: A form of metonymy in which a part of an entity is used to refer to the whole; the difference is that metonymy uses one thing represented by another thing that is commonly physically associated with it (but not necessarily a part of it)
Ex.  “my wheels” instead of “my car.”

Adage/Maxim: A saying or proverb embodying a piece of common wisdom based on experience and often couched in metaphorical language

Ex.  It is always darkest before the dawn
Double Entendre: French phrase for double meaning, denotes a pun in which a word or phrase has a second meaning which tends to be sexual.

Ex. Hamlet calls his mother common.

TONE DEVICES

Invective: emotionally violent, verbal denunciation or attack using strong, abusive language. 

Pedantic: adjective that describes words, phrases, or general tone that is overly scholarly, academic, or bookish.  Extreme of didactic. 

Didactic: from Greek, literally means “teaching.”  Works have primary aim of teaching or instructing, especially moral or ethical principles. 

Sarcasm: Greek meaning “to tear flesh” Bitter, caustic language meant to hurt/ ridicule.

Wit: a form of wordplay that displays cleverness or ingenuity with language. Often, but not always, wit displays humor.

Sentiment: refined and tender emotion in literature; sometimes used derisively to represent insincerity or mawkishness.

Verisimilitude: similar to truth; the quality of realism in a work that persuades the reader that he/she is getting a vision of life as it is.

WORD CHOICE

Colloquialism: slang or informality in speaking or writing.  Includes local dialect


Ex.  “That totally grossed me out” for “That disgusted me”
Connotation: non-literal, associative meanings of a word.  What we think of when we hear a word.
Ex.  We may be speaking to a young person; however calling someone “youngster”, “child”, “kid”, “little one”, “small fry”, “brat”, “juvenile”, or “minor” can have positive or negative connotations

Denotation : strict, literal, dictionary definition

Vernacular: local language or dialect of common speech written in local language or dialect; also sometimes called colloquialism



Ex.  depending on where in the United States you live, a sandwich is called a sub, a grinder, or a hero
High Diction: a sophisticated or educated speaker who uses abstract nouns or complex figures of speech and demands greater intellectual effort from the audience
Low Diction:  a simpler, less cultivated speaker who uses literal nouns and less grammatical complexity than high diction. 

Dialect: distinct variety of language spoken by members of an identifiable regional group, nation or social class
Bombast: inflated language; the use of high-sounding language for a trivial subject 

Semantics: branch of linguistics that studies meaning and development of words and their relationship 

LITERARY DEVICES
Allegory:  device of using character and/or story elements symbolically to represent an abstraction in addition to the literary meaning. The allegorical meaning usually deals with moral truth or a generalization about human existence



Ex.  In Poe’s “Masque of Red Death”, the story is an allegory of man’s illogical fight against time

Alliteration: repetition of sounds, especially initial consonant sounds in two or more neighboring words; repetition can reinforce meaning, unify ideas, supply a musical sound, and/or echo the sense of the passage



Ex.  “She sells sea shells”

Assonance:   the repetition of identical or similar vowel sounds, usually in successive or close words in proximity



Ex.  “The sergeant asked him to bomb the lawn with hotpots.”
Allusion: direct or indirect reference to something commonly known such as a book, event, myth, place, person or work of art to convey tone, purpose, or effect.  Allusions can be historical, literary, religious, topical, mythical, etc.
Ex.  If you take his parking place, you can expect World War II all over again.
Finny had “unconsciously invented a game which brought his own athletic gifts to their highest pitch.  The odds were tremendously against the ball carrier, so Phineas was driven to exceed himself practically every day when he carried the ball.”  The game becomes symbolic in that each boy has an individual struggle at Devon; he must find himself alone in a world without teammates.  Blitzball is an undeniable symbol of war – it’s very name derives from the German warfare strategy of “blitzkrieg”. 
Conceit:  extended metaphor with complex logic that governs a poetic passage or entire poem; archaic word for concept

Ex.  The romantic images that Donne draws up in his poem “Valediction: Forbidden Mourning”: he compares his and his love’s souls to gold and then to a drawing compass whose foot in the center allows the other to draw a perfect circle

Consonance:  repetition of two or more consonants 



Ex.  pitter-patter, splish-splash, click-clack

Deus ex machina:  as in Greek theater, use of an artificial device or contrived solution to solve a difficult situation, usually introduced suddenly and unexpectedly

Foreshadow:  to hint at or present actions to come in a story or a play; also termed flashback at times



Ex.  Calpurnia’s dream, omens around Roman city, etc. in Julius Caesar
Foil:  person or thing that makes another seem better by contrast (juxtaposition is used more with objects)



Ex.  Gene’s actions in A Separate Peace magnify how great/good Finny is
Irony: contrast between what is stated explicitly and what is really meant
Verbal Irony:  a discrepancy between the true meaning of a situation and the literal meaning of the written or spoken words



Ex.  In Night, when Elie describes Hitler as a type of God who keeps His promises
Situational Irony: a situation that is the opposite of what the reader expects



Ex.  In A Separate Peace, Gene believes he has found an escape from his past
Dramatic Irony: a technique in which the author lets the audience or reader in on a character’s situation while the character himself remains in the dark. When used in a tragedy, dramatic irony is called tragic irony



Ex.  Horror movies and that “don’t look behind you” feel from the audience



        Audience reaction to knowledge of Gene’s thoughts regarding Finny in A Separate Peace
Motif: a recurring structure, contrast, or other device that develops or informs a work’s major themes.


Ex.  The tree or steps in A Separate Peace; smoke, night, father-son relationships in Night 
Anecdote: the brief narration of a single event or incident

Concrete: as opposed to abstract, concrete refers to something that actually exists and can be seen and known; abstract pertains to ideas, concepts, or qualities, as opposed to physical attributes

Anachronism: the incorporation of an event, scene, or person who does not correspond with the time period portrayed in the work; as Shakespeare’s use of a cannon in King John or a clock in Julius Caesar
Caricature: a grotesque likeness of striking characteristics in persons or things; verbal description to exaggerate or distort, for comic effect, a person’s distinctive physical features or characteristics
Point of View: perspective from which a story is told

First person narrator: tells the story with the first person pronoun “I” and is a character in the story; narrator can be the protagonist, a secondary character, or an observing character



Second person narrator: tells the story with the use of “you”

Third person narrator: relates events with the third person pronouns of  “he”, “she”, “it”; third person omniscient occurs when the narrator has godlike knowledge, presenting knowledge of all characters; third person limited omniscient occurs when the narrator presents the feelings and thoughts of only one character, presenting only the actions of the remaining characters
Protagonist/Antagonist: protagonist may not be the hero, but the character the audience feels the most sympathy for; the antagonist is the character or force in a literary work that opposes the main character; the antagonist may be an object

Stream of consciousness:  technique characterized by the continuous, unedited flow of experience through the mind recorded on paper (talking off the cuff); often used as interior monologue, when the reader is privy to a character or narrator’s thoughts  

Symbol: an object, character, figure, or color that is used to represent an abstract idea or concept 


Ex.  Conventional symbols (dove, national symbols (flag), scale of justice etc.)  versus Contextual symbols 

                        (particularly based within work)
Theme: a fundamental and universal idea explored in a literary work
Atmosphere: the emotional mood created by the entirety of a literature work, established partly by the setting and partly by the author’s choice of objects that are described.  Description of weather/nature (pathetic fallacy) contribute greatly to the atmosphere.  Frequently atmosphere foreshadows events, creating a mood
Setting:  total environment for the action of a fictional work.  Setting includes time period (such as the 1980s), the place (such as downtown city), the historical milieu (such as during a civil war), as well as the social, political, and perhaps even spiritual realities.  Setting is usually established primarily through description, though narration is used as well; some novels include a “frame” to supply an extended description of the setting (where a character looks back to an earlier era, an “editor” describing the characters or context of the tale, such as in A Separate Peace)

FORMS OF WRITING
Bildungsroman/coming-of-age:  novel or story whose theme is the moral or psychological growth of the main character; protagonist in initiated into adulthood through knowledge, experience, or both, often by a process of disillusionment.  Understanding comes after the dropping of preconceptions, a destruction of a false sense of security, or in some way, the loss of innocence.  Some of the shifts that could take place include ignorance to knowledge, innocence to experience, idealism to realism, immature responses to mature responses



Ex.  The Pearl; A Separate Peace; Night
Cause/Effect:  pattern of writing/speaking which is characterized by its analysis of why something happens, in contrast to Process, which describes how something happens.  Cause and effect often links situations and events in time, with causes preceding events

Classification/Division:  pattern of writing/speaking which is characterized by division, which is the process of breaking a whole into parts, and classification, which is the often subsequent process of sorting individual items into categories  

Comparison/Contrast:  pattern of writing/speaking which is characterized by, in its narrowest sense, how two or more things are similar (compare) and/or how two or more things are different (contrast)
Genre: major category into which a literary work fits.  Basic deviations are prose, poetry, and drama.  However, these genres can be divided into sub-genres.  For example, prose can become novels and short stories or nonfiction (essays, biographies, autobiographies).  Poetry can be divided into lyric, dramatic, narrative, epic, etc.  Drama can be divided into tragedy, comedy, melodrama, farce, etc.
Homily: literally means sermon, but can include any serious talk involving moral or spiritual advice
In medias res:  opening a story in the middle of the action, requiring filling in past details by exposition or flashback (such as in Julius Caesar’s history before he enters Rome in Julius Caesar)
Narrative: telling of a story or an account of an event
Parody: work that closely imitates the style or content of another for comic effect or ridicule.  It exploits an author’s peculiarities in expression (propensity for parenthesis, certain favorite words, etc.).  Parody examples include Weird Al Yancovic, Scary Movie series, South Park, etc.
Description: writing intended to re-create, invent, or visually present a person, place, or event
Elegy: song or poem of mourning or lamentation
Burlesque: a humorous imitation of a serious work of literature. The humor often arises from the incongruity between the limitation and the work being imitated 

Memoir: an autobiographical work. Rather than focusing on the author’s life, it pays significant attention to the author’s involvement in historical events and the characterization of individuals other than the author 

Satire: a work that aims to ridicule the shortcomings of individuals, institutions, or society, often to make a political point.  Satire examples include mediums such as Jonathan Swift’s Gulliver’s Travels or The Simpsons. 

Abstract: a very brief synopsis of longer work of scholarship or research. The abstract of an entire book may be reduced to a single page. Also something that does not exist in the real world
Classic: a highly regarded work of literature or other art form that has withstood the test of time
Exposé: a piece of writing, often journalistic, meant to reveal or expose weakness, faults, frailties, or other shortcomings
Lampoon: a violent, satirical attack against a person or institution
RHETORICAL ANALYSIS

Coherence: clear connection among all parts of an essay.  Achieved by organizational format and appropriate connecting devices (transition, parallel structures, bridging)

Exposition: explaining and analyzing information by presenting an idea, relevant evidence, and appropriate discussion
Prose: any language that is not poetry or drama
Rhetoric: Greek for orator – principles governing art of writing effectively, eloquently, persuasively 

Rhetorical Modes: variety, conventions, and purposes of major kinds of writing
Thesis: the central argument that an author makes in a work. Although the term is primarily associated with nonfiction, it can apply to fiction
Explication: a close reading of a text that identifies and explains the figurative language and forms found within the work
Intertextuality: the various relationships a text may have with other texts, through allusions, borrowing of formal or thematic elements, or simply by reference to traditional literary forms. The term is important to structuralist and post-structuralist critics, who argue that texts relate primarily to one another and not to an external reality
LANGUAGE/SYNTACTICAL MANIPULATION

Poetic License: the liberty that authors sometimes take with ordinary rules of grammar and syntax, employing unusual vocabulary, metrical devices, or figures of speech or committing factual errors in order to strengthen a passage of writing.

Antithesis: the rhetorical opposition or contrast of words, clauses, or sentences

Ex.  JFK: “Ask not what your country can do for you, but what you can do for your country.”

Anaphora: a rhetorical figure of repetition in which the same word or phrase is repeated in (and usually at the beginning of) successive lines, clauses or sentences
Malapropism: a confused, comically inaccurate use of a long word or words
Ex. The doctor wrote a subscription 
Rhetorical Question: a question asked for the sake of persuasive effect rather than a genuine request for information. The writer implies the answer is too obvious to require a reply 

Asyndeton: a form of verbal compression which consists of the omission of connecting words (usually conjunctions) between clauses 

Ex. The most common form is the omission of “and” leaving only a sequence of phrases linked by commas. From Conrad’s Heart of Darkness “An empty stream, a great silence, an impenetrable forest. The air was thick, warm, heavy, sluggish.”

Cadence: the rising and falling rhythm of speech especially in free verse or prose
Circumlocution: the roundabout manner of referring to something at length rather than naming it briefly and directly 

Digression: a temporary departure from one subject to another more or less distantly related topic before the discussion of the first subject is resumed

Ambiguity: multiple meanings – intentional or not – of a work, phrase, sentence, or passage

Ex.  "He ate the cookies on the couch," for example, could mean that he ate those cookies which were on the couch (as opposed to those that were on the table), or it could mean that he was sitting on the couch when he ate the cookies

In Night, Elie says his words at his father’s death were “free at last”, ambiguously connoting either he is free of his father’s burden or his father is free of the tragedy and toils of the Holocaust

Repetition: duplication of any element of language – sound, word, phrase, clause, pattern
Aposiopesis: rhetorical device in which the speaker suddenly breaks off in the middle of a sentence leaving the sentence unfinished 
Periphrasis: an elaborate and roundabout manner of speech that uses more words than necessary. “I appear to be entirely without financial resources,” instead of “I’m broke”

Ellipsis: three periods (…) indicating the omission of words 

ARGUMENTATION
Argument: an assertion based on fact, statistics, or logical reasoning
Antithesis:  the opposition or contrast of ideas; the direct opposite
Assumption: an inference or conclusion

Assertion: “for” or “against” stance taken by an author in a persuasive essay 

Deductive Reasoning: Sherlock Holmes’s way of thinking, using general observations that lead to a specific conclusion
Evidence: used to support writer’s thesis – proof. 

Infer: draw a reasonable conclusion based on information presented  

Persuasion: type of argumentation having additional aim of urging a particular form of action/call to action
Ethos: form of logical thinking used to analyze an author’s credibility.  Established by appealing to emotion, avoiding a hostile tone, and demonstrating knowledge of subject; the speaker claims to be an expert or relies on information provided by experts (appeal to authority) 

Pathos: from the Greek word for “feeling.” The quality in a work of literature that evokes high emotion, most commonly sorrow, pity or compassion; attempts to affect the listener’s personal feelings (appeal to emotion)

Logos:  from the Greek word for “logic.”  Attempts to persuade the listener through the use of deductive reasoning (appeal to logic)
Propaganda: a work of didactic literature that aims to influence the reader on a specific social or political issue 

LOGICAL FALLACIES

False Analogy: error in assuming that because two things are alike in some ways, they are alike in all ways. 

Ex. A school is not so different from a business. It needs a clear competitive strategy that will lead to profitable growth
Hasty Generalization: unsound inductive inference based on insufficient, inadequate, unspecified evidence
Nonsequitur: a statement or idea that fails to follow logically from the one before
Post Hoc: because one thing follows another, it is held to cause the other  

Ad hominem: instead of attacking an assertion, the argument attacks the person who made the assertion

GRAMMAR/SYNTAX TERMS

Syntax: way an author chooses to join words into phrases, clauses, sentences

Inverted Syntax: sentence constructed so that the predicate comes before the subject for effect



Ex.  In the woods I am walking
Antecedent: word, phrase, or clause referred to by a pronoun

Ex.  The critique of Plato's Republic was written from a contemporary point of view. It was an in-depth analysis of Plato's opinions about possible governmental forms.

Clause: grammatical unit containing subject and verb.  Independent and dependent

Loose Sentence: type of sentence in which main idea comes first, followed by dependent grammatical units (phrases and clauses)



Ex.  I arrived at San Diego Airport after a long, bumpy road and multiple delays
Parallelism: grammatical or rhetorical framing of words, sentences, or paragraphs to give structural similarity.  Attracts the reader’s attention, adds emphasis and organization, or rhythm
Ex.  "Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival and the success of liberty." 

-- John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address
Periodic Sentence: sentence that presents central meaning in a main clause at the end.  Ind. clause preceded by phrase or dependent clause.  Adds emphasis and variety



Ex.  After a long, bumpy flight and multiple delays, I arrived at the San Diego Airport 

Predicate Adjective: adjective that follows linking verb and compliments subject 

Predicate Nominative: noun that follows linking verb and renames subject
Subordinate Clause: group of words with subject and verb that cannot stand alone
Sentence Structure: the manner in which grammatical elements are arranged in a sentence. Although there are endless varieties of sentence, each is a variation on one of the three basic structures: simple, compound, complex, compound-complex
Simple Sentence: contains a subject and a verb along with modifiers and perhaps an object



Ex.  I hope you are enjoying your summer
Compound Sentence: it consists of two or more simple sentences liked by a coordinating conjunction such as and or but


Ex.  I hope you are enjoying your summer, and I hope you are making the most of your time
Complex Sentence: it is made up of an independent, or main, clause and any number of dependent or subordinate clauses



Ex.  While there is so much to do within the summer, there is some more time for relaxation

Compound-Complex Sentence: it is made up of two independent, or main, clauses, a conjunction, and one or more dependent or subordinate clauses

Ex.   While there is so much to do within the summer, there is some more time for relaxation, yet I cannot wait to meet/see you!
Active Verb: the subject of the sentence is doing something
Ex. They carried the flotation devices out to the pool and laid them across the water
Passive Verb: Something is being done to the subject of the sentence
Ex. The flotation devices were being carried out to the pool and laid across the water
Subject Compliment: The word (with any accompanying phrases) or clauses that follow a linking verb and complements, or completes, the subject of the sentence by either (1) remaining it or (2) describing it. The former is technically called a predicate nominative, the latter a predicate adjective
Ex.  Predicate nominative is when a noun, group of nouns, or noun clause renames the subject; it follows a linking verb and is located in the predicate of the sentences: Julia Roberts is a movie star

Predicate adjective is an adjective, group of adjectives, or adjective clause that follows a linking verb; it is in the predicate of the sentences and modifies or describes the subject: Warren remained optimistic
Homonym: word that is identical in form with another word either in sound or spelling but differs from it in meaning.

Ex. Days/daze, lead/lead
Homophone: a word that is pronounced in the same way as another word but differs in meaning and or spelling. Thus, a kind of homonym.

Ex.  Maid/made, left/left (opposite of right vs. abandon) 

