Literary Explanation

John Milton’s

The Fall of Satan  from “Paradise Lost”

***The purpose of “Paradise Lost” is to justify the ways of God to man.


>>FREE-WILL--Which would be better? 

To have the freedom to choose good, or to have no freedom to choose at all?

***Genesis (explanation pp. 416-8) contains the plot of Milton’s work, echoing the account in Genesis of making light of darkness and reference to the spirit of God.

--l.36-39--this is where Milton’s narrative begins. Words here suggest that to understand what happened in the Garden of Eden, readers must first understand the earlier fall of Satan.

--l. 44-47--vivid use of Alliteration--”Him...Hurled headlong” allows the statement of action to appear more vivid to the reader.

--l. 66-67--these lines echo the inscription over the entrance to Dante’s Inferno:




“All hope  abandon ye who enter here”


**Beelzebub--l. 81--is described in Matthew’s gospel as “the prince of the devils,” but the literal translation 

of his name is “lord of the flies” or “lord of filth” (specifically, dung)

--l. 84--87--Beelzebub’s glory, now lost, must have been something to see. How does Satan quickly build image


 upon image in these few lines to help you see it?

--l. 97-103--”No one had in fact done anything to Satan,...In the midst of a world of light and love, of song and 


dance, he could find nothing more interesting than his own prestige.”--C.S. Lewis. 




Lewis bases his comment, in part, upon Satan’s fall later in the poem;





Does Lewis’ view seem justified at this point?

-l.104-109--Satan introduces “the unconquerable will,” a theme that will color his speeches in the rest of the excerpt 
(and elsewhere in this poem).



“What does Satan suggest about God’s will compared to his own?”

--l. 167-8--How do you suppose Satan will “disturb/His inmost counsels from their destined aim,” or inflict havoc 
     on God’s designs?


***Note: the council of demons that follows this excerpt, God’s plan to create a world--a plan that was 


spoken of in Heaven before the rebellion--is brought up. The demons quickly agree that the best


revenge is to ruin that creation.

l. 235-241--the demons ironically congratulate themselves, priding themselves on their ‘godliness’. They also 

rejoice at their strength--failing to realize it is God who  allows them to still do what they wish.

*l. 245-253--Why is Satan so PROUD to possess the ‘infernal world’?



“Misery loves company”--How does this proverb apply?

