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Section:_______________
“The Inn of Lost Time”

In order to write your reference guide, you will need to research several aspects of both modern and ancient Japanese culture.   In order to understand modern day Japan, it is important to look at ancient Japanese history first.  This history affects many of the cultural aspects of Japanese citizens today.

1.  War played an important role in the history of Japan, even back in ancient times.  As a matter of fact, Japan was primarily controlled by groups (clans) of warriors. What were most of the wars in Japan fought over?
2. According to the above source, only 20% of the land in Japan was fit for farming.  Since clans of men would fight and loose their lives for the right to this fertile land, what can you infer (in your head, not in the reading) about farming in ancient Japan?   


Because of the constant struggle for control of land, the traditional Japanese Samurai developed.

It is important to understand the samurai in order to understand Japanese culture today. Understanding the strict code of the samurai (known as "bushido"- Way of the Warrior) will help you to understand some of the cultural norms in Japan. The effects of the busido exist today in Japan and affect the Japanese way of life- how they treat one another, their superiors, and the elderly.


Since the Samurai had the important responsibility to win and protect their boss's land, they had to be well trained in the martial arts and the use of weapons, specifically the traditional swords.  As the samurai trained, they were to abide by their code (bushido) and live their lives according to it.  The bushido consisted of 7 virtues. 

3.  What are the 7 virtues of the code of the Samurai (in English)?
1.________________________________

2._________________________________

3.________________________________

4._________________________________

5.________________________________

6._________________________________

7.________________________________
The samurai officially ended in 1876, when the government passed a law stating that only members of their national army could wear swords. This forced the samurai to stop wearing the two swords which were at the heart of their philosophy. 

The samurai had many exceptional and unique qualities.  Although the samurai ended, their values have remained and are evident in Japanese life and culture today.

4.  How do the virtues of the Samurai affect how modern Japanese people live?  Give at least 3
     examples.

1.


2.


3.
Religion in Japan
Whereas people in the United States practice many religions, there are only 2 primary religions that are practiced in Japan.  

5.  What are the two primary religions in Japan?

Japanese Homes

Homes in Japan are much different than they are in the United States.  Traditional Japanese homes have built in customs and traditions.  Read through the information in the "Living in a Japanese House" section and then play the interactive below.

Now, visit the virtual house and see how much you have learned about homes in Japan (play the interactive)
6.  What are a couple of aspects of Japanese homes that are different than homes in the United 
States?

1.

2.


7.  The Japanese have very strict social rules and expectations for how they treat and speak to one another.  Read through the customs and choose three that were interesting to you.


1.


2.


3.

Japanese people also eat their meals in a particular way.  Click the link below to learn about how to properly eat a meal in Japan.

8.  How does eating a meal in Japan different than eating in America?  Give at least three differences.

1.

2.

3.


Schools in Japan
Although Japanese and American students study similar subjects in school, schools in Japan are much different than schools in the United States. The Japanese school year begins on April 1st and ends on March 31st.  Japanese students, with the exception of a few vacations in between, spend most of their year in school. Use the link below to explore some of the differences between Japanese and American schools:

9.  Many Japanese schools are not located near the student's home.  How many hours might it take a Japanese student to get to school?


10.  How many days per year do Japanese students spend in school?


11.  At the end of the school day what do all Japanese students have to participate in? (Last paragraph under "At School")


12.  Students in Japanese schools are required to join extracurricular activities.  How long do Japanese students stay after school each day to participate in these activities?


13.  How many hours a day do Japanese students spend on homework?  (Look under "Free Time")
14.  Japanese people eat many traditional foods, including rice. Since they are a country surrounded by water, fish is also an important part of their diet. Explore the following link to choose at least three foods that you find interesting:

1.


2.


3.

15.  Japanese Middle School Students have many interests and hobbies.  Use the link to find at least 3 things that Japanese middle school students find interesting.  Look Under "What's Cool in Japan".  You may recognize some of the items.  Scroll down towards the end of the list since it sometimes takes several months for Japanese items and television shows to hit the American market.

1.


2.


3.

The Japanese government is similar to the government in America.  After being devastated by World War II (remember: the atomic bombs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki) Japan adopted a consititution, similar to the way the United States has a constitution.  The Japanese constitution even stipulates 3 branches of government, just like that of the United States.  They have an executive branch (the cabinet), a legislative branch (call the Diet), and a judicial branch (the courts). There is one main difference, however, and that is how they elect their prime minister (similar to our President).

16.  How does the Japanese government elect their prime minister?

Although Japan has a government that is in charge of political affairs and matters, it also still has an Emperor and an Imperial Family.  This emperor and Imperial Family can be compared to the Queen of England and her Royal Family.  


17.  The emperor is a symbol of Japan and Japanese unity.  Although he and his family hold no political powers, he does play an important role.  What role does the Emperor and the Imperial Family play in Japan?
You have all the information you need to create your book!

