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King Lear

1. Why is the plot of King Lear radically different from any of the other English histories based on the life of a king?

2. Was Lear real?  What made Shakespeare think so? How did Shakespeare treat the play?

3. Describe, through Wilder’s words, what the role of the ancient priest-king was, and what suggests Lear fits into that role.

4. Does Lear have a location, such as the exactness of Verona in Romeo and Juliet, or Rome in Julius Caesar?  What is the singular specificity lighted upon in the play? Does it truly exist?

5. What was Shakespeare able to do without needing an exact place to host the play? Name these essentials:

6. Describe the five points made by Wilder which show the breadth and generality of significance shown in King Lear.

7. How are the tragedies of Lear and Gloucester alike, and at what point do the two tragedies intersect?

8. What are the most striking differences between Gloucester and Lear?

9. Tell what is the greatest shock Lear undergoes.

10. In what four (4) ways does Lear gradually remove his identity as a King in the first two acts?

11. Name the three (3) conflicting impulses with which Lear deals in the third act and describe each.

12. Lear attempts to deal with all the wrongs he is facing in the play with patience and resolve, but what does he fear most? Why?

13. Discuss the loss of identity that a number of the characters in the play go through.

14. How does Shakespeare control the chaotic drama he has created in the play?

15. Justify the role of the Fool in the play, not simply for what he is, but for what he does.

16. (214) What is the most obvious feature of the metaphysical speculations made in the play?

