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Wilder’s Worksheet

Found on pages 102-109

1. From what two existing traditional stories did Shakespeare create The Merchant of 
Venice?
2. When having woven these two stories together, Shakespeare developed what could be 
considered the ingredients for a conventional romantic comedy. Name these.

3. When rading about Antonio’s state of mind in the first scene of the play, we are given 
light upon one of the greatest issues in dealing with Shakespeare’s characters. 
What is it?

4. Antonio’s plight may allude to at least two major circumstances surrounding his 
current relationship. Discuss Wilder’s view given on Antonio’s sadness 
concerning:



A. His forthcoming situation



B. his friendship with Bassanio



C. His means of ‘holding’ friends 

5. List the mixture of motives that lie behind Bassanio’s decision to win Portia to be his 
wife.

6. In concern towards the duplicitous obligation listed in #5, how did Bassanio find 
himself in a conundrum during the ‘ring episode’?

7. How does Shylock display a better understanding for the professional use of bonds 
than the other characters?

8. Discuss the person seen as most guilty for their actions, Shylock or Antonio, as 
displayed by Wilder. Also include the point of irony surrounding where the issue 
is to be resolved.

9. In what three (3) ways to the Duke of Venice and Portia attempt to dissuade Shylock 
from taking his ‘pound of flesh’?

10.  Shylock brings about his own demise in what way?

11. Persecution and cruel penalties are all that remain for Shylock at the end of this play. 
According to Wilder, itemize the issues with which the end of this play deals 
religiously.

12. In what ways does Wilder point out ‘mixed feelings’ connected to the situation 
surrounding Jessica?

13.  How does Launcelot Gobbo handle his connection to Shylock?

14. Wilder, on pages 108-9, discusses the multitude of worrying problems that the play 
has brought to the surface. Expound upon some of these issues.

15. Though much of what Wilder discussed was not comic in its nature, name the one 
idea of perfection that he does mention, and why he feels that way.

