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        ‘A Modest Proposal’
(502) 
1. What details in the first paragraph relate to contemporary social issues?


2. What is Swift’s purpose for writing the essay?

(503)
3. Swift uses two words to describe groups that seem particularly derogatory—‘breeders’

and ‘strolling’—in their manner. What do you think is his purpose in reflecting these words?

4. What methods of satire does Swift use in discussing ‘the market value of children’? What method does he propose for dealing with the children?

(504)
5. How does Swift play on the meaning of the word ‘devoured’?


6. In noting Swift’s allusion to Lent, in which he explained that by eating fish Catholics were intentionally increasing their level of fertility, what does Swift see as another positive outcome of the proposal?

(505)
7. How do the mathematical and statistical references enhance the irony of the essay?

Notes:

-“secondly”-Swift’s second advantage details how landlords had already seized tenants corn, cattle and money. This emphasizes the classs structure in Great Britain, which provided for the ruling class at the expense of the working class.

--the tenant farm system could be manipulated to permanently impoverish and indebt and individual or family to a landowner

--a farmer could work all year and owe more than was made on the farm.

--During this period, England treated Ireland like a colony, plundering for resources and exploiting the Irish when the time came to sell goods made from the resources…thus, it became very important for Ireland to be able to circulate money within its own borders.

(507)
8. The italicized passage reveals some biases of the eighteenth entury: noting the cynical references to Laplanders, Brazilians and Jews, are these ‘expedients’ listed constructive suggestions to the problem?

(508)
9. What clues tell the reader Swift’s true feelings about this Proposal?


10. What is the purpose behind Swift’s final paragraph?

