Handout

The Pardoner’s Tale

A. Fill in the blank with the correct response.

1. Why does the Pardoner help people?____________________________________.

2. How many rioters were named  at the beginning of the poem?__________


2a. What were these  guys  looking for?_________________Why?______________



__________________________________________________________.

3. Write Radix Malorum est cupiditas  in Modern  English:______________

4. Which 3  “deadly sins”  are named in lines  41-52?______________, ___________, __________________


4a. Name the other 4 deadly sins:___________________,____________________,



_____________________,______________________.

5. Define avarice:______________________________________________

6. Define covetousness:____________________________________________

7. Was the Bubonic plague called anything else?________If so, what was  the other name?

8. The Pardoner states, “Let me beg from kirk to kirk,”. What does the Scottish 
word kirk stand for?_________________.

9.What is the definition for ribaldry?___________________________________.

10. Define carouses:

11. Define abominable:

12. Define superfluity:

13. Define blasphemy:

14. In line 67, the Pardoner spoke of a privy thief, called Death. What was this thief?

15. How did using God’s name “in vain” in the Middle Ages differ from 
today?

16. What motivates the rioters to attempt to kill death?

17. Beginning in line 105 we are introduced to the old man, To what country did he travel to in search of “one who would change his youth to have my age.”?______


17a.  What do you feel this old man symbolizes? Explain.

18. In lines 121-127, Death is personified as a mother whose house is surrounded by 
a gate. 
Why does, or why might the old man refer to death as his mother?

19. Define pallor:________________________________________________.

20. What are florins?

21. Define sauntered:__________________________________________.

22. Define transcend:

23. Who was  Avicenna?


23a.  When did he live?_________________________________________.

24. What is a shilling worth?________________________________________________.

25. Define absolution:

