Questions for Review--Gulliver’s Travels: The Voyage to Lilliput
A. How large are the Lilliputians? Why doesn’t Gulliver seize and harm those Lilliputians that come close to his hand?

B. What test do the candidates for high office undergo?
C. Describe the two (2) evils that threaten Lilliput.
D. Explain how the war between Lilliput and Blefuscu began.

2. The travel books of Swift’s time were famous for containing two types of details: fantastic lies about exotic places, as well as trivial details about the traveler’s daily life there. How does this selection parody, or irritate and make fun of, these travel books?

3. Swift also uses travel books as a medium for satire. He expects his readers to find familiarities between what happens in Lilliput and what goes on at home. What qualifications are the officials of Lilliput expected to have in order to hold high office? How does Swift use irony in his description of the Lilliputian officials?

4. Is there any relationship between the physical size of the Lilliputians and the way Swift wants us to evaluate their behavior? Does their size symbolize some other kind of “smallness”? Explain.

5. Compare the way Swift characterizes the Lilliputians with way Chaucer characterizes the pilgrims in The Canterbury Tales. How does each writer satirize the moral failings of his characters?

6. The institutions for which Swift urges reform here includes politics and religion. What does he think of the differences that divide people into factions and sects? What other aspects of Lilliputian (and by implication English) life does Swift suggest are ripe for reform?
7. Because of the bitterness of his satire, some readers have concluded that Swift despaired of true reform and was really a confirmed misanthrope, or hater of humanity. Do you think someone as bitter as Swift is about life has to be a misanthrope? Explain your answer.
