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pp.684-691  (parts 1-3)

1. What is the effect of the contrast between the Mariner’s appearance and the feast that is described in lines 7-8?

2. How do the two characters compare in lines 9-16?

3. What does the imagery of lines 22-24 describe?

4. In what direction does the information in lines 25-28 tell you the ship is traveling?

5. What is the effect of the interruption and return to the wedding feast scene in lines 31-36?

6. Why do you think the basic stanza form changes in lines 45-50?

---At the time Coleridge wrote this poem, sailors were still subjected to barely edible food, exhausting labor, pitiful living conditions, and countless dangers. Among the dangers were disease and shipwreck, but other dangers were the support for tales of the supernatural. The threat of cannibalism, though exaggerated, was real--if not from the natives of exotic lands then from one’s own shipmates if the ship wrecked or ran out of food.

---Coleridge had NEVER been to sea when this poem was written.

7. Why do you think the Mariner shoots the albatross?

--pt.2--the ship has probably rounded Cape Horn, the most southerly part of South America and is likely headed north

8. Why does the shipmates opinion of the Mariner change in lines 93-102?

9. What mood is created in lines 123-130?

10. What illusion of movement is created by the imagery in lines 149-152?

11. What might the shape’s position in lines 175-176 foreshadow?

12.What do you think the woman’s words and actions in lines 197-198 indicate will happen to the Mariner?
