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pp.691-702(pts. 4-7)

1. Do the Wedding Guest’s suspicions in lines 224-231 seem reasonable?

2. What is the effect of the alliteration and assonance in the repeated words in lines 232-233?

3. Why is the stare of the dead men in lines 260-262 a curse on the Mariner?

4. How does the mood of the poem change with the rising of the moon in lines 263-271?

5. Lines 282-291 mark a turning point in the narrative. What action does the Mariner take that begins his “rebirth”?

6. What is the effect of the simile in lines 324-326?

--William Wordsworth claimed credit for the idea of having the ship manned by dead sailors. Tales of ships with dead crews were common at this time among sailors.

7. In line 345 the Wedding Guest interrupts the tale again. How does the Mariner console him?

8. To whom does the Mariner allude in line 399?

9. What do you think is meant by the second voice’s comment in lines 408-409?

10. Who’s voices begin part six? Why is this change of speaker necessary?

11. How are the moon and ocean personified in lines 414-421?

---The swift, magical movement of the ship while the Mariner is in a trance (l.426-429) parallels Odysseus’ journey home in Homer’s Odyssey, in which the Gods put Odysseus in a trance while they sped his ship home.

12. How does the Mariner’s interpretation of his journey make you feel about his experience?

13. What is the effect of the alliteration and assonance in lines 460-463?

14. How do the welcome sights in lines 464-467 compare to the Mariner’s departure in lines 23-24?

15. How is the possibly gruesome sight of corpses and angels in lines 490-495 made into a positive, beautiful picture.

16. What is the Mariner’s hope in lines 512-513?

17. What is the result in lines 538-541 of the characters’ rushing to see what the reader already knows?

18. Describe the personalities of the Pilot and the Hermit based on their reactions to the Mariner in lines 560-569.

19. What is the Mariner’s climatic discovery in line 581?

20. Do the Mariner’s comments in lines 584-585 explain why he has forced the Wedding Guest to hear his story?

