Shakespeare’s Macbeth (1605-06) Initial notation for the play

This tragedy moves with a fiercer drive than any other Shakespeare drama.


  ---The play has an “ominous march of doom”

**Macbeth—the protagonist

*a vigorous, willful champion at the peak of his power and at the height of his honors—turning to 
                      fourfold sin



---he is a friend who:




1. violates trust of a friend and benefactor




2. soldier that turns upon his commander




3. subject that betrays his king




4. a host who uses cloak of hospitality to murder his guest


*The play—a manifestation of naked EVIL


++Many biblical parallels




Thoughts of man’s eternal striving—death/murder of a king is “profoundly impregnated 



with the central tragedy in Christian myth””


*Atmosphere of play: DARKNESS and BLOOD



--First creatures: witches




‘Fair is foul, foul is fair”



--First human: man bathed in blood



--Macbeth’s first words:




“So foul and fair a day I have not seen”



***ALL are premonitions of CONFLICT, DISORDER, and MORAL DARKNESS




--Of the play’s 26 scenes, 22 are in darkness and gloom


*Reason for Macbeth


Some believe: conceived to honor the new Stuart King, James I, who was one of the line of 


Banquo’s sons




^^However, it may have been showing the VIOLENCE of the Northern reigns, 





JUSTIFYING Queen Elizabeth’s execution of Mary Queen of Scots.


*Witches—James I connection—wrote book about witches called “Daemonologie” (1596)



--In play, the witches make use of three types of dramatic prophesy:




1. Simplest—prophecy the prophet MAKES come true




2. Subtler—prophecy that comes wrily true; literally true outcome, twists unexpectedly




3. Most Difficult—prophecy that makes ITSELF come true



--The last two (#2 and #3) are a form of the DELPHIC effects of the play




--words or deeds capable of a DUAL interpretation

+More about the play itself:


-Defines a particular kind of EVIL—evil that results from a LUST for POWER, both in the EXTERNAL 
  and SPIRITUAL worlds

*Macbeth—contains no vague “philosophy of nature”


-NATURE—evil of Macbeth’s unnaturalness, relates to his human nature



--human kindness is recognized as an absolute here




**Characteristics—capacity for and intimate dependence on RELATIONSHIP


-KILLING—is not natural to man as man; it is a VIOLATION of his essential HUMANITY




~if accepted, a person cannot murder with IMPUNITY


-DISPLACING ORDER—mutualities of loyalty, trust, liking



--all is VIOLATED by Macbeth


~W.C.Curry



“One feels that in proportion as the good in him diminishes, his liberty of free choice is 



  determined more and more by evil inclination and that he CANNOT choose the better course.”


      ++Deals with DESTINY, FATE




***”Imprisoned in a world of our own making”

Aristotle—ideas on TRAGEDY


The aim of a Tragedy is to: 



1. “bring about a ‘catharsis’ of the spectators”



2. to arouse in them sensations of pity and fear, and purge them of these emotions so that they 


    leave the theater feeling cleansed and uplifted, with a heightened UNDERSTANDING of gods 

    and men.


TRAGEDY has SIX main elements:



1. Plot
   2. Character
 3. Diction   4. Thought   5. Spectacle (scenic effect)
  6. Song (music)


**Use of Words/Ideas



+Actions—purpose, or aim; MOTIVE



+Modern Drama—movements of the spirits in response to sensuous/emotionally charged images




--no action without RESULTING DEEDS 




--cannot have a play without PLOT and ACTION



+Characters—are imitated with a view to the action (main action of the story)

***Aristotle saw that the ART of drama is the art of IMITATING ACTION; and this INSIGHT, confirmed and deepened by some of Aristotle’s heirs, can still show readers how to seek the UNITY of a PLAY, even one which shows modes of the spirit’s life unredeemed of by Aristotle himself.

THE PLAY


MACBETH—Shakespeare’s shortest, most action-packed play



--based on Scottish history during the Viking Invasions




**Story involves ancestors of King James I




--has just ascended the throne of England after the death of Elizabeth I




--ardent Theatre fan, often fell asleep during performances





*perhaps reason for Macbeth’s length



--play reinforces the public belief in the Diving Right of Kings



   ++states rulers power came directly from God



--Shakespeare based Macbeth on three stories



    1. blood-thirsty Scottish king in the 12th century



    2. murder of a king—prodded by ambitious wife



    3. witches—having appeared to king



**Why is it so fascinating a play?




--main reason—Why would a person do EVIL when they know it is evil?


NATURE—important concept



--when CHAOS occurs, nature is in disarray


  The play shows the effects of DISORDERED AMBITION



*Must identify AMBITION as a Universal Characteristic of human life




--makes Macbeth Believable, as a person who makes good choices for a person with 



    POTENTIAL




--Ambition must be a POSITIVE trait when it is ordered or IN HARMONY with Man and 


   society.


Witches prochecies:



Projections of Macbeth’s UNSPOKEN DESIRES




Macbeth:




**fights an obsessive and haunted mind





HALLUCINATIONS





--symptom of Schizophrenia (“delusion of persecution”)





   *an inability to distinguish between one’s own memory images and perpetual 




     images/experiences that originate from without




Lady Macbeth




**OCD--Obsessive-Compulsive Disorder





--persistent thoughts or wishes that intrude into consciousness and cannot be 




    stopped





--According to Sigmund Freud, it is a “way of undoing things”




Affecive disorders create:





--obsessing over ideas





--compulsively attempting to stop it

