Study Guide for Shakespeare’s Richard III
ACT 1.1

1. In Richard's opening monologue, he refers to his unattractive appearance; this impression is repeated by other members of     the play. What are the thematic purposes of having Richard be unpleasing to the eye?

2. What is Richard's plan, according to his opening monologue?

3. What is the irony in the trap laid for the Duke of Clarence?

4. Who does the Duke of Clarence think has betrayed him? Why?

5. Who actually betrays the Duke of Clarence?

6. Why is there so much intrigue and trickery around the king's throne?

7. What does Lord Hastings say that foreshadows Richard's treachery?

8. Why does the ill health of the king make matters complicated for Richard?

ACT 1.2

1. What popular tradition does Lady Anne reference when accusing Richard of the murder of King Henry VI?

2. Who supposedly witnessed Richard murdering King Henry?

3. How does Richard demonstrate audacity after Anne confronts him?

4. What is Richard's motivation for wooing Anne?

5. Richard is described in the play as being physically deformed. What is the source of Anne's attraction to him?

ACT 1.3

1. What important fact does the reader learn about Richard's power at the beginning of this scene?

2. Describe how the following quotation is ironic:

    "Because I cannot flatter and speak fair,/Smile in men's faces, smooth, deceive, and cog,/

     Duck with French nods and apish courtesy,/I must be held a rancorous enemy."

3. How is Richard's reference to birds, in his conversation with Queen Elizabeth, an indictment of himself?

4. How does Queen Margaret use oxymoron to describe the contradiction that is Richard?

5. What part of Queen Margaret's curse on Richard is most effective?

6. How can the reader know that Richard is physically unattractive from Margaret's curse?

7. After Queen Margaret leaves the room, how does Richard insinuate himself with the others?

ACT 1.4

1. Explain the symbolism of Clarence's vision.

2. What conflicts do the murderers feel about killing Clarence?

3. What sort of appeal does Clarence make to the murderers?

4. During his appeal, Clarence makes several ironic statements regarding Richard. What is the point of these remarks?

ACT 2.1

1. How is Buckingham's vow to Queen Elizabeth an example of foreshadowing?

2. How does Richard's vow to Queen Elizabeth show his utter lack of self-awareness?

3. How is Richard's explanation of Clarence's death ironic?

ACT 2.2

1. How did Richard explain the death of Clarence to Clarence's children?

2. Who is the "shining star" mentioned by Richard?

3. What are the ostensible and actual reasons for the small group sent forth to fetch the crown prince?

ACT 2.3

1. What is the purpose of this scene?

ACT 2.4

1. How is the young Duke of York's comparison of himself to Richard "too shrewd"?

ACT 3.1

1.When the crown prince arrives, he wishes that there were "more uncles...to welcome him." How is Richard's response an example of Irony?

2. Where does Richard suggest that the young prince stay? Why is this an ominous place?

ACT 3.2

1. Explain the symbolism of Lord Stanley's dream.

2. What is ironic about Lord Hastings' reliance on Catesby as a spy?

ACT 3.3

1. Contrast the responses of Earl Rivers and Earl Grey to their impending deaths.

ACT 3.4

1. How does Hastings show his clear lack of perception about Richard?

2. What is Richard's pretext for executing Hastings?

ACT 3.5

1. What is the purpose of the Lord Mayor in this scene?

2. What is ironic in Richard's conversation with the Lord Mayor?

3. What strategy does Richard use Buckingham to employ against the crown prince and the young Duke of York?

ACT 3.6

1. What is the purpose of this scene?

ACT 3.7

1. How does Buckingham structure Richard's appearance with the Lord Mayor to make Richard appear blameless?

2. Why is it ironic for Buckingham to proclaim Richard to be the cure for a country "defaced with the scars of infamy, her royal stock graft with ignoble plants..."?

ACT 4.1

1. How does Brackenbury let slip Richard's treacherous intentions?

2. How can the reader tell that Richard is undergoing some inner torture?

ACT 4.2

1. How does Buckingham earn Richard's wrath?

2. Why does Richard now want to marry the young Elizabeth?

3. What clear sign of peril does Buckingham get from Richard?

ACT 4.3

1. What is the significance of the images used to describe the crown prince and the young Duke of York as they meet their deaths?

2. Explain Richard's allusion to his summary of dead enemies.

ACT 4.4

1. Previously, a boar has been the animal used as an image for Richard. What new animal emerges in the conversation between the Duchess and the two Queens?

2. According to Queen Margaret, what adds power to a curse in the following:

       "Forbear to sleep the nights, and fast the days

       Compare dead happiness with living woe;

       Think that thy babes were fairer than they were,

       And he that slew them fouler than he is:

       Bettering thy loss makes the bad causer worse:

       Revolving this will teach thee how to curse."

3. Explain Queen Elizabeth's transformation in Richard's presence from bearer of bad curses to conspirator in romance.

4. What signs show the reader that Richard is losing control of himself?

5. What sign do we get that Richard is becoming paranoid?

ACT 4.5

1. What two important pieces of information does Lord Stanley send to Richmond?

ACT 5.1

1. What is the day of Buckingham's death? Why is it fitting?

ACT 5.2

1. Contrast Richmond's attitude toward the battle with Richard's current mental state?

ACT 5.3

1. What effect does the specific ordering of the ghosts visiting Richard and Richmond have?

ACT 5.4

1. How could their be "six Richmond's in the field," as Richard claims?

2. What now-famous phrase summarizes the frustration Richard feels on this day?

ACT 5.5

1. Why do you think Richmond pardons the soldiers that had fought for Richard?

2. What is the role that divine providence seems to play in this ending?

QUESTIONS FOR WRAP-UP:

1. Richard devises a complex plan, involving charming several women, to rise to the position of king. Do you think he does this to compensate for his appearance? Find details in this play to cite your response.

2. Richard seems to feel exempt from punishment, committing one murder after another to quench his thirst for power. Perhaps Richard was punished in advance and hence destined to follow the very path he chose. Do you agree or disagree with this thought? Find specifics that support this idea one way or another.

3. Which characters demonstrate conscience and ethics? Support your answer with incidents from the play.

4. Does good truly triumph over evil in Richard III?

5. Discuss the theme of betrayal. Which characters are betrayed, who betrays them, and why do they betray?

6. Make comparisons between Richard and another political leader from history.

