THE COLLEGE ADMISSIONS ESSAY PROCESS

(Borrowed from EssayEdge.com)

STEP ONE: GATHERING IDEAS FOR A TOPIC

It needs to be an idea you feel passionate about…one that brings out defining aspects of your personality. Without this you risk falling into the trap of sounding like the 90 percent of applicants who will write boring admissions essays. The only way to write a unique essay is to have experiences that support whatever topic you come up with, so have fun with the brainstorming process.

~Consider your childhood



Interests that began in your childhood may be the most defining parts of your life. Analyze the reasons for your interests and how they were shaped by your upbringing.

~Consider your Role Models



If you have role models, consider their admirable traits and how experiences from your life demonstrate those traits.

STEP TWO: SELECTING AN ESSAY TOPIC

Consider topics that allow you to synthesize your important personal characteristics and experiences into a coherent whole while addressing your desire to attend a specific institution at the same time. While most essays allow great latitude in topic selection, you must also be sure to answer the questions that were asked of you. Leaving a lasting impression on someone who reads 50-100 essays a day is not easy, but here are some guidelines.

· Have you selected a topic that describes something of personal importance to your life, and can you use vivid personal experiences as supporting details?

· Is your topic a gimmick? That is, do you plan to write your essay to make it funny? You should be very, very careful if you are planning to do this. It is recommended strongly that you do not do this. Almost always, this is done poorly and is not appreciated by the admissions committee. Nothing is worse than not laughing or not being amused at something that was written to be funny and amusing.

· Will your topic only repeat information listed elsewhere on your application? If so, pick a new topic. Don’t mention GPAs or standardized test scores in the essay.

· Can you offer vivid supporting paragraphs to your essay topic? If you cannot easily think of supporting paragraphs with examples, you should probably choose a different topic.

· Is your topic too broad or too technical? It is not a research paper, so do not bore the reader with the details of your science project.

· Can you fully answer the question asked of you? Can you address and elaborate on all points within the specified word limit?

· Does your essay sound like an emotional ploy? If you are planning to write about an emotional topic, be sure to illuminate your own personal characteristics. Emphasize YOUR response to the adversity and not the adversity itself.

· Is your topic controversial? You risk alienating your reader writing about sensitive political or religious topics. A controversial topic can be successful if it is done sensitively so that the reader with the opposing viewpoint can relate to your essay. You must also address these counter arguments without sounding arrogant.
· Is there more than one essay in the application? There should not be any contradictory or repetitive information. Use multiple essays to showcase different elements of your personality.
***THE BEST ESSAYS  tell a story about the applicant…not a story of the entire life, but rather giving a small glimpse of it --- one that is rich with meaning, alive with imagery, and clear in purpose.

The 6 options for writing the College Admissions Essay (borrowed from The Common Application)

#1. Evaluate a significant experience, achievement, risk you have taken, or ethical dilemma you have faced and its impact on you.
#2. Discuss some issue of personal, local, national, or international concern and its importance to you.
#3. Indicate a person who has had a significant influence on you, and describe that influence.
#4. Describe a character in fiction, a historical figure, or a creative work (as in art, music, science, etc.) that has had an influence on you, and explain that influence.
#5. A range of academic interests, personal perspectives, and life experiences adds much to the educational mix. Given your personal background, describe an experience that illustrates what you would bring to the diversity in a college community, or an encounter that demonstrated the importance of diversity to you.
#6. Topic of your choice.
STEP THREE: WRITING THE ESSAY


Even seemingly boring topics can be made into exceptional admissions essays with an innovative approach. In writing the essay, you must bear in mind your two goals: to persuade the admissions officer that you are extremely worthy of admission and to make the admissions officer aware that you are more than a GPA and a standardized test score. 

There is no sure-fire, step-by-step way of doing this. Here is a list of tips that will be useful during the writing stages of the essay:

1. Answer the Question

You can follow the next 10 steps, but if you miss the question, you will not be admitted to any institution.

2. Be Original

Even seemingly boring essay topics can sound interesting is creatively approached.

3. Be Yourself

Admissions officers want to learn about you and your writing ability. Write about something meaningful and describe your feelings, not necessarily your actions. If you do this your essay will be unique.

4. Don’t Thesaurize Your Composition

For some reason, students think big words make good essays. Big words are fine, but only if they are used in an appropriate context.

5. Use Imagery and Clear, Vivid Prose

If you are not adept with imagery, you can write an excellent essay without it, but it’s not easy. The application essay lends itself to imagery since the entire essay requires your experiences as supporting details.

6. Spend the Most Time on Your Introduction

Expect admissions officers to spend 1 to 2 minutes reading your essay. You must use your introduction to grab their interest from the beginning. Don’t summarize in your introduction. Create mystery and intrigue in your introduction.

7. Use Transition

You must use transition within paragraphs and especially between paragraphs to preserve the logical flow of your essay. Transition is not limited to phrases (“as a result”, “in addition”, etc), but includes repeating key words and progressing the idea. Transition provides the intellectual architecture to argument building.

8. Conclusions are Critical

The conclusion is the last chance to persuade the reader or impress upon them your qualifications. In the conclusion, avoid summary since the essay is rather short to begin with; the reader should not need to be reminded of what you wrote 300 words beforehand. Also do not use stock phrases like “in conclusion, in summary, to conclude, etc.” You should consider the following conclusions:

~Expand upon the broader implications of your discussion

~Consider linking your conclusion to your introduction to establish balance

~Redefine a term used previously in your body paragraphs

~End with a famous quote that is relevant to your argument. This is not something you should TRY to do.

~Frame your discussion within a larger context or show that your topic has widespread appeal.

9. Give Your Draft to Others

Ask others to read with these questions in mind:

~What is the essay about?

~Have I used active voice verbs wherever possible?

~Is my sentence structure varied?

~Do you detect any cliches?

~Do I use transition properly?

~Do I use imagery often and does this make the essay clearer and more vivid?

~What is the best part of the essay?

~What about the essay is memorable?

~What is the worst part of the essay?

~What parts of the essay need elaboration or are unclear?

~What parts of the essay do not support the main argument or are immaterial to your case?

~Is every single sentence crucial to the essay? This MUST be the case.

~What does the essay reveal about your personality?

~Could anyone else have written this essay?

~How would you fill in the following blank based on the essay: “I want to accept you to this college because our college needs more_______________.”

10. Revise, Revise, Revise

You are only allowed so many words; use them wisely. If H.D. Thoreau couldn’t write a good essay without revision, neither will you. Delete anything in the essay that does not relate to your main argument. Do you use transition? Are your introduction and conclusion more than summaries? Did you find every single grammatical error?

