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Wilder’s Worksheet

Julius Caesar

1. How does the year of writing and other ideas connect Julius Caesar with the English history plays?

2. Who is the central character of this play, and wherein do his choices lie?

3. Enumerate the ways in which Julius Caesar is recognizably Roman.

4. What does the Roman ideal of honor encompass?

5. In what way are the Roman plebeians so important?

6. Discuss what causes Julius Caesar to be seen as a political thriller.

7. In what way are the Roman and English histories “determined by personalities”?

8. What does Wilder have to say about the influence of conversations between Brutus and Cassius/ Caesar and Antony?

9. Interpret Wilder’s definition of what the conspiracy is in this play.

10. In what ways could the plot against Caesar be foiled, according to Wilder?

11. Who is the originator of the conspiracy? What are his two motives for this?

12. Discuss the conundrum Brutus goes through in his decision to join the faction.

13. What is the ‘Wilder’ reason for going through with the plot?

14. Name the significant undertone of “Et tu, Brute?”.

15. Analyze the several occasions that the conspirators plot is nearly foiled.

16. On what does political success in the play depend?

17. In what order does Julius Caesar show the rise and fall of successive individuals?

18. Antony’s fate is controlled by what?

19. Name the characteristics of Brutus’s speech.

20. In what way does Antony’s speech evolve?

21. What two assumptions do the Romans have to choose between in the play? Why do they choose the latter speech?

22. What makes the end of the play lack suspense?

23. Why do we get the impression the Shakespeare has a better understanding of the history than his characters?

