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Wider’s Commentary

New Prefaces to Shakespeare

Titus Andronicus

1. Why has Titus Andronicus not been included in the list of great Roman tragedies?

2. Who is Edward Ravenscroft? What is his overall assertion of the play?

3. Did Shakespeare spend a lot of time in preparation to write this play? How does the reader know?

4. From where does the story of the Goths come?

5. Latin appears quite frequently in the full version of the play. For what reason does Shakespeare do this?

6. Name the Latin playwright who was studied assiduously by Elizabethan schoolboys? Of what did a majority of his thematic ideas comprise?

7. As Shakespeare’s contemporaries were watching the initial performances of this play, what would have led them to recognize Titus Andronicus as a Roman drama?

8. How is Rome portrayed at this point in history?

9. What makes Titus a fairly common Shakespearean character?

10. With what two traits does the opening scene containing the burial firmly link Titus?

11. Many of the ceremonies that are shown in this play are interrupted by sudden outbursts of violence. They are all a representation of what conflict?

12. Unnaturalness is a common theme throughout the play; to which characters can it be most easily attributed?

13. What ‘humanity’ does Aaron reveal?

14. Name four (4) ways in which the Romans display self-degeneration.

15. What does violence provoke?


What does revenge breed?


What is the only way for all violence and revenge to end?

16. How does the play conclude? What proprieties are shown through this act?

