Updike’s Ex-Basketball Player

John Updike's "Ex-Basketball Player uses irony, symbolism and hyperbole to show the meaning of their poems.Irony is important to poets to relay the meaning of their poems. 

Irony refers to a difference between the way something appears and what is actually true.

Updike uses irony in his poem by talking about the ex-basketball player. Updike tells how good Flick Webb was at basketball, but ironically he works at a garageand on cars all day when he had such a talent for basketball. Updike writes, "His hands are fine and

nervous on the lug wrench. It makes no difference" (Updike 668). This line illustrates irony in that Flick is still so skilled with hands just like he is handling the ball but it does not matter when he uses tools.

Poets use symbolism to represent something by associationin their poems.

Updike uses symbolism by writing, " Just nods, beyond her face toward bright applauding tiers of Necco Wafers, Nibs, and Juju Beads"(Updike 668). This line in the poem symbolizes the man is looking at the candy bars as if he is looking at people in stands. 

Poets also use hyperboles to relate meaning in their poems.

Updike uses hyperbole in his poem by comparing the basketball player to gas pumps. Updike is exaggerating his description to get his point across.

