Wife of Bath’s Tale---Notes

*Chaucer’s most vibrant and irrepressible character

---witty, intelligent, opinionated, sensual

--The Pardoner responds @ the beginning of the tale to comments made by the Wife of Bath about her wanting a husband who is both a DEBTOR and a SLAVE

*l. 7-15) Comparison of marriage to a drink--perhaps implying that the drink she has 

will sober everyone up, including the Pardoner.

*l. 39-56) Friars dishonorable towards women--



--Condemnation of those expected to be virtuous

*l.57-64--short tale of a KNIGHT raping a maiden.



--In chivalric tradition, violence toward women was not tolerated




(l.65-69), and the perpetrators were dealt with harshly.




--l.67) King condemned the KNIGHT to beheading





---QUEEN--begged King to be merciful, then gave the 




KNIGHT 12 months to find out “what women truly 





desire”

*l.107--Wife of Bath digressed at this point--



--Chaucer not interested in preserving the integrity of the tale, but in 


accurately depicting the mind of the Wife of Bath. Why does she lose 


track of the story?


l.111-124) Wife of Bath criticizes women by saying they are hypocritical. Want 


to do as they please, but also want to appear virtuous. Criticism?


l. 127,155-158) What is the rhetorical purpose about the Wife’s tale about 



Midas?? (What is the story? How does it develop? How does it end?)


l. 162-164) Even though the KNIGHT can only expect death by returning to the 


court, he must honor his chivalric code and do so.


l. 166-176) The “four and twenty ladies” never reappear. Not completely 



irrelevant, for the show the dramatic contrast between beauty 



and the unseemly appearance of the old woman.




---l. 185-188) The old woman agrees to give the answer to the 




KNIGHT as long as he will swear to do whatever she 




asks.

*l. 214-217--The KNIGHT’s answer to the queen’s question: IRONY in his answer???



***Because he took the knowledge and promised the old woman, he 


now must become her husband.



l. 243-245) KNIGHT’s list of excuses---Do you feel sorry for him?? or do 



you feel he is getting what he deserves??

l. 263-273--Old woman questions the KNIGHT’s behavior in bed---why is he avoiding 

her so??



**l. ,274-279) What does the KNIGHT’s reaction reveal about his 




character?

l. 285-286---Beginning of one hundred line sermon the crone (old woman) gives to her 

husband.



*l. 301--Reference to Dante--gives emphasis to the point that nobility--




gentleness--is not based on social rank. Instead, it is a gift 




from God to those who will nurture it.



*l. 308--”temporal” things--Too many possessions distract from virtue.



*l. 314--Villians within noble families---supports argument that 




gentility and virtue cannot be inherited, because children 



of these type parents would then always be virtuous.



*l. 315-325--Fire---contrasted to gentleness and men.





---fire burns anywhere, remains constant---men are NOT





---gentility(nobility)--does not automatically grow


l. 345-352--Is the old woman gentle??

*l. 354-376-- Wife of Bath’s praise of poverty----



---show of wealth is measured in spirit, not material goods

*l. 404-411---- KNIGHT----Dynamic Character---




----changes through the course of the story.



*****LIVE HAPPILY EVER AFTER*****




---sudden change??? realistic???
